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For Immediate Release
 CONTACT: Sara Wessling

AUGUST 18, 2007
      PHONE: 612-331-4439 ext. 2
Local woman commits year of service to Habitat for Humanity
Brenna Severson recently committed one year of service with Habitat for Humanity through the AmeriCorps VISTA program as their new VISTA Leader.

MINNEAPOLIS, MN.—On August 18th Brenna Severson, born and raised in south Minneapolis, began her year of service with Habitat for Humanity of Minnesota.  After a week of training in Bloomington, MN with 200 other VISTA Leaders from across the United States, Severson began settling into her new office in Northeast Minneapolis. As a VISTA Leader, Severson will be working with Habitat for Humanity’s VISTA Program manager to help support the eleven Habitat VISTAs throughout the state of Minnesota.  Habitat VISTAs help to increase the organizational capacity of affiliates through activities like volunteer recruitment and management, developing church partnerships, fundraising and public relations.

Habitat for Humanity of Minnesota (HFH-MN) is state-wide resource development and support organization that serves, advocates for and advances the work of Minnesota's Habitat for Humanity affiliates to build simple, decent affordable housing in partnership with people in need.  HFH-MN was created under the umbrella of Habitat for Humanity International. As a support organization, HFH-MN was created to identify and serve the needs of 35 Habitat affiliates in the state of Minnesota as they pursue their mission to build decent, safe, affordable housing in partnership with those in need.

After her year of service, Severson receives a choice of a $4,725 educational award to help pay for college or repay student loans or a cash stipend of $1200.  In addition, during her year of service she receives a modest living allowance, relocation funds, health benefits and student loan forbearance.  AmeriCorps is administered by the Corporation for National and Community Service. Interested applicants are encouraged to apply now. Programs are available across the nation. For more information, visit www.americorps.org or call 1-800-942-2677.  If you want information about Habitat for Humanity’s VISTA program please visit www.hfhmn.org or contact Sara Wessling at 612-334-4439 ext. 2.
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